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Google Play Books Now Supports Uploading Your ePub and PDF eBooks

May 17, 2013 by Nathan  








For the past two years I’ve been saying that Google needs to add the option to upload ebooks to Google Play Books, and this past week Google finally did just that.

Those with a Google account can now upload ePub and PDF documents and ebooks and read them through the Google Play Books app for Android and iOS, as well as through web browsers on computers and other devices. 

To upload ePub and PDF files you simply have to visit the upload page at Google Play and select the files from your computer. You can upload multiple files at once, but there is a 50MB cap on each file, so larger PDFs and some ePubs with enhanced features like embedded videos cannot be uploaded because they are too big.







Speaking of enhanced content, Google says in the help section that some types of content may not work, such as embedded audio and video. However, ePub3 is supported at least somewhat so some enhanced content and formatting may work, depending on the book.

Google is limiting the upload of personal ebooks and documents to 1000 titles at this time, and of course the ebooks cannot be encrypted, so any DRM has to be removed before the file can be uploaded. 

Another limitation that I discovered is that the Google Play apps for Android and iOS still don’t directly support sideloading ePub and PDF documents. If you already have the documents on your device you’ll still have to upload them via the upload page because that is the only way to get the apps to recognize them. I tried using the upload page from the iPad and it would not work; it only gives the option to upload from the camera roll.

Once you upload your ebooks and PDFs to Google, they get tied to your account like a purchased book and then you can download them to whichever devices you want to read them on. Plus syncing of pages, bookmarks, notes, and highlights works too.

Most other reading apps for Android and iOS allow sideloading ebooks so it’s good to see Google finally getting with the times. Sometimes you have to wonder how much Google really cares about their ebook business from their actions. At least this is a step in the right direction. Now Google Play Books users can read ebooks obtained from outside sources instead of being limited to ebooks from Google only.



Filed Under: eBooks, Google Tagged With: google books
Disclosure: This website earns commissions using affiliate links through Skimlinks and Amazon's Associates program.
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				KnitKicky says			


			May 17, 2013 at 8:17 am
		

		
			
			I wonder if uploading from an android tablet would work whereas the iPad did not? I find it harder to manipulate files with my iPhone vs. my android.  Thank you for your useful blog!

		


		
		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Nathan says			


			May 17, 2013 at 12:44 pm
		

		
			
			Yeah it works from an Android tablet. I just tried and it brings up a list of places to upload from.

		


		
		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				Matt says			


			May 17, 2013 at 10:28 am
		

		
			
			Now if only there was a Google Books Client that worked on a rooted Nook Simple Touch!

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Andrew says			


			May 17, 2013 at 12:29 pm
		

		
			
			YES! I can finally use the Play ebook app for something.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				MrPenguinVlogLife says			


			May 17, 2013 at 4:29 pm
		

		
			
			This is pretty cool. At last, google has decided to join the competition against Kindle, Kobo, and Nook. Before this, I considered Google Books an iffy service for ereading.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Karen says			


			May 18, 2013 at 2:48 pm
		

		
			
			Is there any good reason to use the Google play reader, other than having your books in the cloud for availability?  I just use Dropbox for books I want on my other devices.  I have several epub reader apps on my Nook HD tablet (running n2a) and haven’t bought any books from Google, so haven’t bothered with their reader app.  Just wondering.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Candice says			


			May 21, 2013 at 9:07 pm
		

		
			
			New to the iPad, what app can I use to sideload my ePub books?

		


		
		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Nathan says			


			May 22, 2013 at 9:10 am
		

		
			
			I usually either email them or use a cloud storage app like Dropbox or SugarSync.

		


		
		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				Adam says			


			June 1, 2013 at 2:21 pm
		

		
			
			Ah, yet another US-only book site 🙁

		


		
		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Nathan says			


			June 1, 2013 at 3:33 pm
		

		
			
			They aren’t US-only, but I’m sure there are some geographical restrictions, like always.

		


		
		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				polo says			


			August 16, 2014 at 10:43 pm
		

		
			
			To be honest, reading of PDFs in Google Play Books is just not worth it right now on tablet device (and you can forget a phone with anything in the 4 or 5 inch range or smaller.) There is no way to open the PDFs in 3rd party apps.
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Amazon Offers the Fewest Kindle Models of All eReader Brands
Onyx Note Air3 Color Outselling Black and White Version
Be Warned, the Kindle Paperwhite’s Screen Scratches Easily
New Kindle Getting Released in 2024 is Highly Likely
Feedbooks Closing – Download Your eBooks Before They’re Gone!
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